
Philosophy 234 
Businesses and the law 
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Ostas’ view 
 

How should a business react to law L? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Does Ostas think there is a prima facie moral duty to do what the law says? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What evidence supports Ostas’ view about when businesses should evade the law? 
3. Is there evidence against Ostas’ view about when businesses should evade the law? 
4. Reformulate Ostas’ view about when businesses should evade the law in light of your 

answers to 2 and 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What evidence supports Ostas’ view about when businesses should cooperate with the 
law? 

6. Is there evidence against Ostas’ view about when businesses should cooperate with the 
law? 

7. Reformulate Ostas’ view about when businesses should cooperate with the law in light of 
your answers to 5 and 6. 

evade L if comply with L if cooperate with L if 


